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Objectives

• To reflect on article quality assessment

• To consider the influence of methodology on quality assessment 

aspects

• To mention available tools to guide quality assessment

• To mention quality of an article related to the quality of the journal

• To practice making a quality assessment of an article
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Quality assessment:

• Is it rigorously (adequately) conducted?

➢Quantitative studies:

Quality related with methodological procedures, how bias 
and errors have being avoided.

- Systematic errors, random errors and bias

➢Qualitative studies:

Quality is related with the research process and the depth 
of its analysis.

- Transferability, confirmability, reflexivity, consistency, credibility

Check: Methodology (participants, data collection and analysis, ethics)

Quality assessment: quantitative studies

• Observational studies:

- How representative of real situations is

- How good is the data collection procedure (ie: instrument 
validity)

• Quasi-experimental studies:

- How good is the information about participants’ characteristics

- How detailed is the intervention information

- How they take into account possible cofounding factors

• Experimental studies:

- Similarity between participants groups

- How much of the effect is related to the intervention (ie: 
random sampling, similar baseline data,….)
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Tools as guide for assessment

• To conduct quality assessment is 
important to consider the methodology.

• Each methodology has its own 
peculiarities.

• There is diversity of assessment tools 
considering each type of methodology.

• The tools can be a guide for quality 
assessment, as provide key hints 
according to each methodology.

Enhancing the 
QUAlity and 
Transparency Of 
health Research
https://www.equator-
network.org/reporting-guidelines/

Reporting guidelines as 
orientation to assess 
when methodological 
knowledge is limited.

https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/


9/7/2022

4

It offers 8 checklists for:

- Randomised Controlled Trials

- Systematic Reviews

- Qualitative studies 

- Cohort Studies

- Diagnostic Studies

- Case Control Studies

- Economic Evaluations

- Clinical Prediction Rule

https://casp-uk.net/casp-tools-checklists/ (English)

Critical Appraisal Skills Programme
(CASP) tools 
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Critical Appraisal Skills Programme
(CASP) tools 
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8 tools

PDF form

Print & Fill

https://casp-uk.net/casp-tools-checklists/
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Critical Appraisal Skills Programme
(CASP) tools 

9

Quality assessment

Critical Appraisal Skills Programme
(CASP) tools 
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Quality assessment
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https://jbi.global/critical-appraisal-tools

Joanna Briggs Institute tools
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13 tools

Joanna Briggs Institute tools
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• Enhancing the QUAlity and Transparency Of 
health Research

https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/

Enhancing transparency in reporting Qualitative 
Research

COREQ SRQR CASP

32-item checklist for interviews 
and focus groups

21-item checklist 10-item checklist

Tong, Sainsbury, Craig 2007 O'Brien, Harris, Beckman, et al 2014 Critical Appraisal Skill Programme 2018

https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/
https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/srqr/
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SRQR 

21 items        
(O’Brien, Harris, Beckman, et al 2014)

COREQ 
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COREQ (continued 1) 

COREQ (cont 2) 
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Enhancing transparency in reporting the 
synthesis of research: REVIEWS

Synthesis of Quantitative studies Synthesis of Qualitative studies

PRISMA (17 items checklist) ENTREQ (21 items checklist)

Moher, Shamseer, Clarke, et al 2015 Tong, Flemming, McInnes, et al  2012

PRISMA (Quantitative reviews)
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PRISMA (continued)

PRISMA (continued)



9/7/2022

12

ENTREQ (Qualitative reviews)

ENTREQ (cont)
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STrengthening the Reporting of OBservational 
studies in Epidemiology (STROBE) 

• To provide support in 
critical appraisal for 
observational studies 
rather than clinical 
trials.

• 5 checklists 
available.

Quality of an article 
related to the quality of 

the Journal
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Metric Indicators

• Not to measure the quality of the article

• To measure and evaluate
• the quality of scientific publications

• Criteria
• Number of papers published

• Number of times have been cited

• Average of citations per published paper

Impact index or indicators

• Measure the impact that a journal has had in the 
scientific literature

• Allows comparisons and rankings between journals

• Reflects the relevance of each journal

• Does not guarantee the quality of the article

• Some Index: 
• JCR, SJR, Quartiles, Scielo, Latindex, Google Scholar Metrics, 

H Index
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Tools

• JCR (Not FREE)

• Covers the world’s most cited peer-reviewed 
publications
• Aprox 200 different disciplines
• Can be consulted via web: Web of science (WOS)
• Calculated annually by the Institute for Scientific Information

• Fixed Values

• Not al journals have a JCR Impact Factor
• Same journal can be located in different areas (can have 

different impact)

Tools

• SCIMAGO Journal and Country Rank (SJR) (FREE)
• Alternative to JCR

• Analyse the publications indexed in SCOPUS (Database of 
bibliographic references of Elsevier)

• From 1997

• www.scimagojr.com

• Is not fixed

• Includes more Journals tan JCR, less selective

https://ezproxy.si.unav.es:2492/jcr/home?app=jcr&referrer=target%3Dhttps:%2F%2Fezproxy.si.unav.es:2492%2Fjcr%2Fhome&Init=Yes&authCode=null&SrcApp=IC2LS
http://www.scimagojr.com/
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Quartiles

• Ranking of any journal that belongs to a specific or 
particular field of discipline 

• Journals divided into 4 quartiles

Quartiles

Q1 Top 25% of the journals in the list

Q2 25-50%

Q3 50-75%

Q4 75-10%

Impact Factor of Some Palliative Care Journals

Journal JCR (JCI) Quartile

Palliative Medicine 4,7 Q1

BMC Palliative Care 3,2 Q2

Journal of Pain and Symptom Management 3,6 Q2

Journal of Palliative Medicine 2,9 Q2

BMJ Supportive and Palliative Care 3,5 Q2

Supportive Care in Cancer 3,6 Q2

Journal of Social Work in End-of life and Palliative Care - Q2

Palliative and Supportive Care 2,2 Q2-Q3

Annals of Palliative Medicine 2,5 Q3

Journal of Palliative Care 2,2 Q3

Journal of Pain and Palliative Care Pharmacotherapy - Q3

Journal of Hospice and Palliative Nursing 1,9 Q3

American Journal of hospice and palliative medicine 2,5 Q3

Current Opinion in Supportive and Palliative Care 2,3 Q3

Indian Journal of Palliative Care - Q4



9/7/2022

17

Metric Indicators: measure the quality of an article, 
based on the quality of the journal were it’s published. 

Let’s practice…
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Journal Citation Report: Qualitative Health Research

Journal Citation Report: Qualitative Health Research
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This project has been funded with support from the European Commission.

These slides reflect the views only of the author, and the Commission 
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein.

Research for all palliative care clinicians 2020-1-RO01-KA202-080128

Let’s practice…
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• Introduction to critical appraisal. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZg_3AjFJH0&ab_channel=ScHARRLibrary

• Critical appraisal and types of designs. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Y-yfi3vp4&ab_channel=CochraneCommonMentalDisorders

https://casp-uk.net/glossary/critical-appraisal/
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/108351
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZg_3AjFJH0&ab_channel=ScHARRLibrary

